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The language spoken by the Tharus is not always the same as, or a corruption of
the language of the people among whom they live, but is, in some instances, the
language of a neighbouring district. Thus, we shall see that the language of tbe District
of Kheri is on the main a form of Eastern Hindi, though it shows signs of shading off
into the neighbouring Western Hindi, spokea in Shahjahanpur. But the language
spoken by the Tharus of Kheri is not this form of speech, but closely resembles the
"Western Hindi spoken in Pilibhit and the Nairn Tal Taral. Similarly, the Tharus of
Bahraich and Gonda do not talk the Eastern Hindi of those districts, b.ut speak a
corrupt form of the Bhojpuri spoken in the neighbouring District of Basti. In fact,
so far as I can gather from the specimens of their language, none of the frontier
Tharus speak any form of Eastern Hindi, They either speak the Western language
of the Naini Tal Taral, or else Bhojpuri or Maitbili.
A vocabulary of the Thara dialect will be found in Hodgson's Essay entitled Continua~
tion of the Comparative Vocabulary of the Languages of the broken Tribes of Nepal, in
the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. xxvi, 1857, pp. 317 and JLf which
has been reprinted in his Miscellaneous Essays relating to Indian Subjects, Vol. i, sec.
ii, pt. 2, Ijondon, 1880* Judging from the forms of the verb given by him, the parti*
cular dialect of Tharu there exemplified is a corrupt Bhejpuri.
With regard to the Tharus of Purnea, see pp. 86 and ff. The language
spoken by the Tharus of Kheri and tbe districts to the west will be dealt with in their
proper place. Here, I propose to give specimens of the corrupt Bhojpuri spoken by the
Tharus of Champaran, Gorakbpur, Basti, Gonda, and Bahraich.
The following specimens* for which I am indebted to Pandit Rama-ballabh Misra,
Assistant Settlement Officer of Champaran, come from that district, and may be taken
as examples of the language spoken by the Tharus of the north of Champaran and
Gorakhpur. As the Tharus have no written character, the specimens are given in the
Homan character only.